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Air Conditioning & Refrigeration News Will Resume Publication of 
Regular Full-Sized Weekly Issues. 


Starting with the next issue, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration News will resume 
publication of regular full-sized issues each week. A sufficient supply of the type of 
paper on which the News is printed is now in sight, making it possible to return to 
full-sized issues weekly, and to discontinue the practice of issuing a_letter-sized 
Bulletin Edition every other week. This had been necessitated by the paper shortage. 


Air Conditioning & Refrigeration News will also have new quarters as of Jan. lL. 
After that date, all mail should be addressed to: 


450 West Fort St. 
Detroit 26, Mich. 


UNION ASKS G-E, WESTINGHOUSE & G-M TO REOPEN WAGE NEGOTIATIONS AFTER WORKERS 
APPROVE STRIKE THREAT IN 78 PLANTS 


Following approval by electrical workers of the union’s plan to strike, if necessary, to obtain $2 a 
day wage increase, the CIO electrical union immediately requested General Electric Co., Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., and electrical divisions of General Motors Corp. to reopen negotiations. 


Affected are workers in 42 General Electric plants, 30 Westinghouse units, and six GM plants, in- 
cluding Frigidaire. 


As stated in last week’s issue of the NEws, union officials do not plan to call a strike before Jan. 1. 


Although the electrical union has members in more than 1,200 plants throughout the country, only 
those employed by the above-mentioned three companies were involved in the strike vote, declared union 
officials. Wage negotiations are proceeding plant by plant, rather than on an industry-wide basis, they 
explained. 


Charges by union officials that the companies were deliberately withholding products from the market 
because of the repeal of the excess profits tax Jan. 1 plus the desire to weaken the union, brought strong 
denials from the companies involved (reported in the Dec. 17 issue of the News). General Electric also 
asked Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace to investigate the union allegations. 


4,500 POUNDS OF OYSTERS FLOWN IN REFRIGERATED PLANE FROM NEW YORK CITY TO CHICAGO 


Crated in more than 500 tins each weighing 80. pounds, 4,500 pounds of oysters were recently shipped 
in a charted refrigerated airplane from La Guardia Field, New York City, to Chicago. Officials of the Railway 
Express Agency’s Air Express Division believe this was the largest oyster shipment ever handled by the agency. 


— 
Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1936 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of Mareh 3, 1879. Copyright, 1945. 
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VILTER EMPLOYES RETURN TO WORK ON MANAGEMENT’S TERMS FOLLOWING DISPUTE OVER 
SHAKEUP IN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


600 employes of the Vilter Mfg. Co. of Milwaukee, manufacturer of refrigeration and air condition- 
ing equipment, returned to work Dec. 20 after a nine-day work stoppage. 


The work stoppage had resulted from a dispute over the dismissal from the board and their jobs» 


of W. L. Nahin, general sales manager, with the firm 10 years, and C. G. Bach, chief engineer, an em- 
ploye for 32 years. Also involved was the failure of the board of directors to seat William Momblow 
and H. F. Illig, elected to the board by the employes of the company. 4 


The employes in going on strike had sought to remove E. B. Tilton, president, and A. A. Silverman, 
vice president. 


However, after more than a week they voted to return to work under terms of a management 
proposal which provides: 


1. Mr. Nahin and Mr. Bach are not to be reinstated in any capacity with the company. 

2. Mr. Momblow and Mr. Illig are not to be seated on the board of directors. 

3. The policy of electing two employes to the board of directors annually is discontinued. 

4. An advisory committee, consisting of five employes, will be established to discuss labor-manage- 
ment matters. 


5. There will be no reprisals by the company. However, management retains the usual preroga- 
tive of hiring and firing. 


The Vilter Co. for several months has been operating as a “no-stock” corporation. Control and 
management of the company passed to a group of employe-executives last May after members of the 
Vilter family had sold their stock for $1,300,000 to a corporation formed by their attorneys. Assets of 
the firm were used to swing the deal. 


Mr. Tilton and other employe-executives subsequently gained control from the attorneys, continuing 
the non-stock, non-profit feature, with the intention of providing pension and other benefits for employes 
and creating research and scholarship benefits to fulfill the charitable aim of the corporation. 


U. S. CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS RULES ON WESTINGHOUSE REFRIGERATION PATENTS 


Nine patents owned by Westinghouse Electric Corp. relating to electric refrigeration equipment have been 
ruled invalid by The Third United States Circuit Court of Appeals. 


The ruling was made in a patent lawsuit by Westinghouse against the Crosley Corp. 


Judge Gerald McLaughlin held the patents involved were in reality products of mechanical skill and not 
patentable inventions. 


LOCKER ASSOCIATION IS NOT SPONSORING HOME FREEZER, GUGGEDAHL TELLS INDUSTRY 


The National Frozen Food Locker Association is definitely not in the home freezer business, nor is 
the association itself sponsoring any freezer for sale by its member locker plant operators, declares 
Albert Guggedahl, executive secretary, in a recent statement to the association officers and directors, as 
well as manufacturers. 


Last fall it was announced that a committee of the association had selected a 4-cu. ft. home freezer 
retailing at less than $200, which could be sold by locker plant operators. 


Locker operators who are members of the association do not have to handle this unit or any other 
home freezer line, unless they so desire, and further, the association has no financial interest in the 


project, stated Mr. Guggedahl. 
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R. O. WHITE OF DAY & NIGHT CO. IS DEAD 


Robert O. White, manager of the Cooler Division of Day & Night Mfg. Co., Monrovia, Calif., died 
Dec. 15 following a brief illness. 


“Bob” White was one of the leaders in Pacific Coast refrigeration circles who was also widely 
known throughout the rest of the country. He was a member of the board of directors of Refrigeration 
Equipment Manufacturers Association, and had taken an active part in Rema’s recent Fall meeting at 
Hot Springs, Va. 


He had been in the refrigeration industry since 1927, and with Day & Night Mfg. Co. since 1930. 
He was the designer and patentee of the liquid cooling equipment manufactured by the company. 


INTERNATIONAL DETROLA SELLS MACHINE TOOL INTERESTS, RETAINS ELKHART, IND., PLANT 


International Detrola Corp. has sold its machine tool manufacturing interests to Gisholt Machine Co. 
of Madison, Wis., announces C. Russell Feldmann, Detrola president. Not included in the sale were the 
buildings, land, and equipment of Detrola’s Elkhart, Ind., plant, which are being readied for machining 
and assembly work under sub-contracts. 5 

Principal machine tools produced by Detrola were turret lathes and superfinishers, products of a 
business which expanded from sales of $5,000,000 in 1940 to $24,000,000 in 1942 at the height of the 
war-tooling period. 


FARNSWORTH DISTRIBUTORS PLAN TO OPERATE UNDER FAIR TRADE LAWS 


In states where a “Fair*Trade Law” is in effect, Farnsworth Television & Radio Corp. distributors are gen- 
erally organizing to operate within its provisions in the distribution and sale of the company’s instruments, ac- 
cording to E. H. McCarthy, sales manager. 


Farnsworth distributors are now making available to their dealers a “Fair Trade” contract with the intention 
of strictly enforcing its provisions, said Mr. McCarthy. 


He also declared that Farnsworth distributors are enfranchising retail dealers under a rigid selective plan, 
with retailers being selected on the basis of their ability to properly stock, demonstrate, advertise, sell, and service 
merchandise within the area in which they operate. 


\ 


ZINSCO, ELECTRICAL CONTROL EQUIPMENT FIRM, ENTERS WASHER FIELD 


Claiming to be the first western manufacturer actually in production, Zinsco Electrical Products of 
Los Angeles is entering the washing machine industry with a deluxe model featuring a round tub, stream- 
lined washer, and Lovell wringer, priced to sell at less than $100. 


The concern, which has made electrical control equipment for some years, reportedly obtained tools, 
dies, jigs, and manufacturing rights from a pioneer midwestern washer firm. Distribution will be limited 
to 11 western states at first, with samples scheduled to be ready for dealers the second quarter of 
1946. Production facilities will permit 100 units per eight-hour shift. 


DUQUESNE POWER CO. OFFERS STANDARD ELECTRIC RANGE WIRING SERVICE FOR $15 


A flat charge of $15 for wiring a single family dwelling for electric ranges has been announced by 
Duquesne Light Co. of Pittsburgh. Average installation costs for some years have been between $60 and $85. 


To qualify for this “standard” wiring installation, the applicant must be purchasing service directly from 
the power company; the range must be on the first floor of the single dwelling; the range must have at 
least three surface units and a thermostatically controlled oven; the residence cannot present special wir- 
ing problems, such as an underground entrance or being more than 100 feet from the company’s over- 
head lines. . 


The dealer is responsible for delivery and installation, and he must also supply the connection cord. 
To obtain this service the dealer fills out an order form to the power company, attaching a check for $15. 
The utility then turns the job over to a private contractor. 
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PRESSED STEEL CAR EXPECTS APPLIANCE DIVISION TO ACCOUNT FOR 50% OF SALES 


Home appliance division of Pressed Steel Car Co., Inc., may eventually account for 50% or more 
of the company’s entire gross sales, believes Ernest Murphy, president, who recently revealed that 
the corporation now has a backlog of $20 million worth of orders for railroad equipment plus inquiries 
from prospective railroad purchasers totaling another $22 million. 


Sales volume of the appliance division will probably hit about $5 million in 1946 and about $18 
million in 1947, estimates Mr. Murphy. 


Present schedules of the appliance division call for electric stove and range production to begin in 
January with a 1946 output of 30,000 units. Kitchen cabinet units are expected to start next June, and 
production should total 22,500 units in 12 months. An electric clothes dryer is scheduled for manu- 
facture in August. Production of 25,000 units in 12 months is contemplated. 


Household refrigerator production is not planned before December, 1946, with 1947 output esti- 
mated at 35,000 units. ; 


HIGGINS MAKE GIFT OF APPLIANCE DIVISION TO THREE EXECUTIVES OF FIRM 


“To show that management appreciates loyalty and efficiency,” Andrew Jackson Higgins, Sr., owner 
of Higgins Industries, Inc., in New Orleans, has made a gift of the company’s $100,000 electrical appli- 
ance division to three executives—J. O. Crary, former manager of the division; L. V. Busenlener, and 
W. H. Bramblett. 


Mr. Crary, who becomes president of the new firm, declared that the trio was “completely overwhelmed.”’ 
Because of labor difficulties, Mr. Higgins’ boat-building properties are now in the process of liquidation. 


Organized as Industries Sales Corp., the distributorship will continue to handle 38 appliance lines, 
including Weber Show Case & Fixture Co., Eureka, Motorola radios, and Carrier. 


Mr. Busenlener, who managed the commercial and air conditioning department for Higgins, is vice 
president of the new firm, and Mr. Bramblett, who was in charge of the domestic appliance department, 
is secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Crary came to Higgins during the war from Frigidaire’s New Orleans branch, where he man- 
aged the commercial and air conditioning department. He had spent 15 years previously with Frigidaire and 
other manufacturers. 


Mr. Bramblett and Mr. Busenlener are also former Frigidaire men. 


‘TWO REFRIGERATORS IN EVERY HOME’ PROPOSED BY CARMINE OF PHILCO AS 


PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR INDUSTRY 


A second refrigerator or a combination refrigerator-freezer will be in almost every American home 
within five years, representing a market for an additional 19,000,000 units, predicts James H. Carmine, 
vice president of Phileo Corp., who recently addressed the Adcraft Club of Detroit. 


“Just as the tremendous growth of the radio industry was based on convincing the public of the 
advantages of having a radio in every room, household refrigeration now faces a similar opportunity,” 
he declared. “The idea that one refrigerator is enough for every family is old-fashioned and out-moded. 
There is no reason why people should not have a refrigerator in their game room and on the second floor 
to save needless steps and make modern living more convenient.” 


Mr. Carmine said he was not counting home freezers as the second refrigerator, and he further 
predicted that the industry estimate of a million home freezer sales within two years is now too low. 
If full production is attained, this goal may be reached during 1946, he believes. 
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